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ABSTRACT 
This research is a legal analysis on water resources management in Malaysia. There 
are two branches of water management in Malaysia which is water resources and 
water supply and sewerage services management. However, this study aims to 
discover the problems with regards to the water resources management in Malaysia, 
in particular, whether numerous water-related laws and departments in Malaysia is 
the main problem that lead to numerous problems with regards to water resources 
management. In Malaysia, problems correlated with water resources management 
include non revenue water, uncontrolled development and fragmented powers and 
jurisdictions of public authorities. In order to solve all of these problems, we 
recommended that Malaysia should adopt the model of the Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM) where it aims to promote coordination of the 
development and management of water, land and related resources in order to 
maximise the resultant economic value and social welfare in an equitable manner 
without compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems. In United Kingdom, 
this model was introduced as the River Basin Management. In Selangor, there is also 
a single body which was established under the LUAS Enactment 1999 by the State 
Government of Selangor which was inspired by the River Basin Management in UK. 
IWRM policy is currently implemented on the river basin of Selangor. If it is 
successful, Lembaga Urus Air Selangor (LUAS) may be a perfect model that should 
be adopted by all other states in Malaysia. 
(hi) 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
This research paper has been carried out by a team which has included Nur Khalis 
binti Johar Amin, Siti Noor Mardiana binti Shahrom and Nurfarahin binti Mohd 
Karim. First of all, we would like to express our honest gratitude to Allah SWT as 
without His blessings, we would not be able to complete this research paper. We 
would also like to genuinely express our highest gratitude to our most beloved 
supervisor, Puan Ismah binti Ismail who has unwearyingly went through our draft 
chapters, endlessly helping us to have a better understanding over this topic and also 
throughout the process of producing this project paper has relentlessly encouraging, 
supporting and guiding us to always do better. We also wanted to express our 
appreciation to our interviewees which consist of the research officer of National 
Hydraulic Research Institute (NAHRIM), the legal officer and assistant legal officer 
of Lembaga Urus Air Selangor and an academic from Universiti Selangor who has 
bestowed us with significant information interrelated with our research. It is with 
their thoughtful contribution, we are able to successfully complete this research 
paper. Lastly, we would also like to express our sincere appreciation and blessings to 
all those who contributed in one way or another to the successful completion of this 
research paper. 
(") 




Table of Legislations vii 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 
1.0 Introduction 1 
1.1 Background of Study 2 
1.2 Problem Statement 4 
1.3 Objective of Study 5 
1.4 Research Methodology 6 
1.5 Scope of Study 6 
1.6 Limitation of Study 7 
1.7 S ignificance o f Study 7 
1.8 Conclusion 8 
CHAPTER TWO: AN OVERVIEW OF WATER MANAGEMENT IN 
MALAYSIA 
2.0 Introduction 10 
2.1 Water Management 10 
2.2 Definition 12 
2.2.1 Water Resources Management 12 
2.2.2 Water Supply and S ervices 13 
2.3 History and Development of Water Management Policy in Malaysia 15 
2.3.1 Prior to amendment in 2005 15 
2.3.2 Post amendment in 2005 19 
2.4 Issues and Challenges 21 
2.4.1 Relevant Authorities on Water Resources Management 
in Malaysia 21 
2.4.1.1 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 21 
2.4.1.1.1 Department of Irrigation and Drainage 22 
2.4.1.1.2 National Hydraulic Research Institute of 
Malaysia 23 
2.4.1.1.3 Department of Environment 24 
2.4.1.2 Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water 24 
2.4.1.2.1 Water Supply Department 25 
2.4.1.2.2 Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan Air Negara 27 
2.4.1.3 Department of Town and Country Planning 27 
2.4.2 Conflict of Power 29 
2.5 Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) 32 
2.5.1 Definition 32 
2.5.2 Position of Integrated Water Resource Management 33 
2.6 Conclusion 35 
(iv) 
CHAPTER THREE: LEGAL STANDING PERTAINING WATER 
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN MALAYSIA 
3.0 Introduction 37 
3.1 Federal Constitution 37 
3.2 National Water Services Industry Commission Act 2006 40 
3.3 Water Services Industry Act 2006 42 
3.4 Selangor Waters Management Authority Enactment 1999 45 
3.5 Conclusion 48 
CHAPTER FOUR: LEGAL IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
OF WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
4.0 Introduction 49 
4.1 Amendment on the Federal Constitution 49 
4.1.1 Advantages and Disadvantages 49 
4.1.2 Conflict of Interest 50 
4.1.3 Possible Solutions 51 
4.2 Water Resources Management in Malaysia 52 
4.2.1 Current Conditions 52 
4.2.2 Main Problems 52 
4.2.3 Possible Solutions 55 
4.3 Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) 56 
4.3.1 Definition of IWRM ~ 56 
4.3.2 Roles and Functions 56 
4.3.3 Difficulties in Implementing IWRM 57 
4.3.4 Future of IWRM 58 
4.3.5 Applicability of IWRM 59 
4.4 Lembaga Urus Air Selangor (LUAS) 59 
4.4.1 What is LUAS? 59 
4.4.2 Roles and Functions of LUAS 59 
4.4.3 Binding Power of LUAS 60 
4.4.4 Achievement of LUAS's Vision and Mission 61 
4.4.5 Difficulties for LUAS 62 
4.4.6 Development Issues Interrelated with LUAS 62 
4.4.7 Future of LUAS 63 
4.5 Conclusion 65. 
CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
66 
66 
67 
68 
70 
5.0 
5.1 
5.2 
5.3 
5.4 
Introduction 
Research Objective 
Discussions 
Recommendations 
Conclusion 
(v) 
